THE ADVANCED PAGE FROCESSOR AND DESIGN
PACKAGE FOR THE AMSTRAD CPC COMFUTERS .

FOR: 6128 PLUS
cpc 6128
cpc 664 + 64k RAM
cpc 464 + 64k RAM + DISC DRIVE

CUSTOMER SUFFORT: 041 - BEE4 - 473E
Mondays to Fridays 7 .00 to 10 .00 PM




MICRODESIGN PLUS

This package provides users of MicroDesign (Uersion 1.1) with several

enhancenents. These include faster loading, an extended FILING MENU (with access

to a second Drive and ten User Areas), ROMDOS compatibility, and a new suite of

prograns allowing the conversion of text, screen and Stop Press files to

NicroDesion format (DR files) and also the manipulation (inversion, enlargement
or reduction) of MicroDesian DR files.

INSTALLATION

Insert side one of your MicroDesign PLUS disc in Drive A and RUN"INSTALL. Have
your original NicroDesign (Version 1.1) disc to hand and follow the on screen
instructions. When the installation is complete the new version will be rum
automatically, When it has loaded press [X1 and [F]1 to reveal the extended
FILING MENU. Press [81 followed by [¥] to reset your computer. The INSTALL
progran can now be erased. (IERA,"INSTALL® [RETURNI)

To run your new PLUS version of MicroDesign from now on.... RUN"DISC.
Note: To achieve the fast loading speed, some program data is directly written

to (and read from) the disc’s sectors. For this reason, copying files from this
disc to another will not result in a bhackup disc.

EXTENDED FILING MENU
Four new options have been added to this menu....
Press [D] to toggle between Drive # and B.
Prass [U] to cycle through User freas @ to 3.
Press [M1 to access MD+ conversion programs.
Press [@] to reset to Basic.

A1l other options remain unchanged.

MD+ CONVERSION SUITE

This suite of programs may be run from Basic (RUN"MDt) or accessed from the
extended FILING NENU (Press [N1).

PLEASE SAVE ANY DESIGN THAT YOU ARE MORKING ON BEFORE TAKING THE
LATTER OPTION R IT WILL BE LOST

MD+ is MENU CONTROLLED via the Cursor Keys and the Numeric Keypad (fumction
keys). Please note that the [ESC1 key will abort the current operation and
return you to the menu from which you cane.

i1l menus (with the exception of the Options Menu) use key [f4] to select the
main Options Menu.

All menus (with the exception of the File Conversion Nenu) use keys [£31 and
[£8] to Catalogue and Change Drive/User respectively.



THE OPTIONS MENU

Disc Catalogue.......svus £9
Change Drive/User........ f8
File Conversion Menu..... £7
Run MicroDesign.......... {6
Customise MicroDesign.... 5
Quit..... . f4
| £9 Disc Catalogue | Displays all filenames from the currently selected

Drive/User firea,
Press any key to return to the menu,

| f8 Change Drive/User | Enter the desired Drive and/or User Area then press
[RETURN].
Example 1 To select Drive B, User firea 3....
Press [B1, press [31, press [RETURNI.
Exanple 2 To select Drive #, User frea umchanged....
Press [Al, press [RETURNI.
Exanple 3 To select User Area 18, Drive unchanged....

Press [11, press [81, press [RETURNI.

Press [RETURN] only to re-select the curremt
Drive/User frea.

[ 17 File Conversion Menu | Displays the File Conversion Menu. (See below)

{ £6 Run MicroDesiom | Runs your new version of MicroDesign,

- [ 15 Customise MicroDesign | Displays the Customisation Menu,

[ f4 Quit | Displays the Helpline telephone nuabers and asks for
confirmation before resetting your computer. Press
[¥] to reset, [N1 to return to the Options Menu.

FILE CONVERSION MENY

Manipulate DR File....... {3
Invert DR File.....vvsss. 8
Convert Text File........ {7

Convert Stop Press File,. f5
options Henulllllllllllll fq

This Menu is a "Halfway House® to the five File Conversion Menus. Select the
Menu of your choice by pressing the appropriate key. Note that keys (9] and
[£3] do not function as on the other Menus.



DR FILE MANIPULATION

Disc Catalogue.......oess £9
Change Drive/User...ocvo. £8
Stretch/Reduce DR File... {7

File Conversion Menu..... {5
wtims "mullll'llllllll f4

[17 Stretch/Reduce DR File | Displays all filenanes fron the currently selected

Horizontal Stretch

Vertical Stretch

Destination Drive/User

Destination Filename

Drive/User Area with the filetype.... DR

Select a file using the cursor keys then press
[RETURN] or [{8]. '

The dinensions of the selected drawing will be
displayed....width in 8-pixel umits and height in
single pixels.

You will be asked for two pameters
followed by the destination Drive/User firea, and the
destination filenane.

Press [RETIURN] to leave the width unchanged.

To stretch the file, enter any nuaber up to 248 then
press [RETURN]. For example, pressing [3] then
[RETURN] will result in a new DR file three times
the width of the source file.

To reduce the width of the file, enter a minus sigm
[-1 followed by [RETURNI. This will result in a new
DR file HALF the width of the source file,

Press [RETURN] to leave the height unchanged.

To stretch the file, enter any number up to 253 then
press [RETURN], For exasple, pressing [4] then
[RETURNI will result in a new DR file four times the
height of the source file,

To reduce the height of the file, enter a minus sim
[-] followed by [REIURN]. This will result in a new
DR file HALF the height of the source file.

Provided the values entered comply with the
tl:mgions overleaf, the source DR file will be

Press [RETURNI to write the new DR file to the
Source Disc or enter the desired Drive/User frea.
(Eg. [B1,[3],[RETURN].)

Press [RETURN] to use the Source Filename or enter a
new filename them press [RETURNI.

]I(nsert the Destination Disc in the Drive and press a
ey,



fmy combination of horizontal stretch/reduction and vertical stretch/reduction
is acceptable provided that the resultant IR file will fit onto one of
MicroDesign’s three page formats. For example, it is possible to stretch a file
horizontally while at the same time reducing its height or vice versa, This
versatility results on occasion ina new DR file which will not fit onto the
page format from which the source file was saved. Please note that reduction is
always by a half.

NicroDesign Page Dimensions
Upright M  Sideways M Strip

Hidth 108 136 48| (8-pixel units)
X X X
Height 544 489 256{ (single pixels)

DR FILE INVERSION

Disc catalog"EIllllllllll fs
Change Drive/User........ f8
Invert DR File....vvuuss {7

File Conversion Menu,.... {5
Options Menu.......... voo 18

[ 17 Invert IR File | Displays all filenames from the currently selected
Drive/User Area with the filetype.... IR

Select a file using the cursor keys then press
[RETURN] or (f01.

Destination Drive/User Press ([RETURN] to write the new DR file to the
Source Disc or enter the desired Drive/User frea.
(Eg. [B1,[31,[RETURN].)

Destination Filename Press [RETURNI to use the Source Filename or enter a
new filemame then press [RETURNI,

Please note that it is not possible to use separate
source and destination discs in the same Drive,

The new DR file will be identical to the Source file in every respect except
that the colours will be reversed.



TEXT FILE CONVERSION MENU

Disc Catalogue....eovvees £9
Change Drive/User....vv.s £8
Load User Defined Font... f?
Ui“ rext File.llllllllll fs
Convert Text File........ f§
Options Ment,..vevsveenss f4

[ 17 Load User Defined Font |

[ 16 View Text File ]

[ 15 Convert Text File |

Character- Width

Character Height

Characters Per Line

Spacing Between Lines

Lines of Text Per Page

Displays all filenames from the currently selected
Drive/User firea with the filetype.... MI

Select a font using the cursor keys then press
[RETURN] or [f01. After loading, the {font will be
displayed. This font will be used for Options {6 &
£5 until another font is loaded or the fmstrad font
is re-selected.,..that’s the one uou see when you
switch on your computer.

Three fonts are supplied....SANSERIF.FNT, TINY.INT &
TWENTIES.FNT. Others fonts can be created with the
fdvanced frt Studio or alternatively you can use the
FNTDSIGN progran supplied {primitive but effective!),

Displays all filenames from the currently selected
Drive/User Area with the filetype.... IXI

Select a file using the oursor keys then press
[RETURNI or [f8]1. The file will be printed to the
screen, Press [ESC] to pause, any other to continue.
Press [ESC] a second time to return to the Menu.

Displays all filenames from the currently selected
Drive/User firea with the filetype.... IXI

Select 2 file using the cursor keys then press
[RETURN] or [£8].

You will be asked for five parameters and the
ggsl,tzm)ntion Drive/User Area for the resultant DR
ile(s).

Press [RETURN] to select the default value of 1 or
enter any nuaber up to 127 then press [RETURNI.

Press [RETURN] to select the default value of 1 or
enter any number up to 68 then press [RETURNI.

-There is no default value. Enter the coluan width of

the text file you wish to convert (Maximum 248) then
press [RETURNI.

Press [RETURN] to select the default value of 8 or
enter any nunber from -7 to 7 then press [RETURNI.

There is no default value. Enter any number from 1
to 63 then press [RETURN].



Destination Drive/User Press [RETURNI to write converted DR files to the
Source Disc or enter the desired Drive/User frea.
(Eg. [A1,[9],[RETURN].)

Please note that it is not possible to use separate
source and destination discs in the same Drive,

SOURCE TEXT FILES NUST BE PURE ASCII]|
AND HAVE THE FILETYPE....TXT

THE SOURCE TEXT FILE can be as long as you like because, if necessary, multiple
DR files will be created. The only limiting factor is free disc space. Converted
DR files use the first six letters of the source filemame and add a 2-digit
number. For example, EXAMPLE.TXT (if no more than a page in length) would
produce EXAMPLAB1.DR. A longer source file would pruduce EXAMPLO1.DR,
EXAMPLB2.DR, etc.

MicroDesign page formats can be described by their, “character dimensions® just
as a mode 2 screen can be described as being 38 x 25 characters in size.
However, it should be noted that the character dimensions given below refer to a
character width of 1, a character height of 1 and zero spacing between lines,

MicroDesign Page Dimensions

1, Upricht M 128 H x 68 H
2, Sideways M 136 H x 68 H
3. Strip B Hx32H

The examples on the hack page show how these figures differ when used with other
character sizes and spacing, and give an idea of suitable values to use. Values
which would produce macceptably big DR files will automatically be rejected. A
little experimentation will go a long way to aid understanding!

It may be of interest to mow that this booklet was written as a single file
using Protext, saved in ASCII format using Protext’s PRINIF comsand, and then
converted to DR files via this program with the following parameters....

Character Nidth 1
Character Height 1
Characters Per Line 38
Spacing Between Lines 1
Lines of Text Per Page 68

;his tt:reates DR files suitable for loading into MicroDesign’s Upright A4 page
ormat.

Protext users should remember to set all margins with embedded commands prior
to using the PRINTF command.



SCREEN FILE COMUERSICN MENU

’ O'Ptions "mulllllllllllll £4

Disc cataloguEIllllllllll fs
Change Drive/User........ £8
Load scree“ FiIEIIIIIIClI f?
Uiew Screen/Set Inks..... f6
Convert Screen....cvovvu. 5

{17 Load Screen File

| Displays the names of all possible screen files (of

the correct size for a standard screen) from the
currently selected Drive/User frea.

Select a file using the cursor keys then press
[RETURN] or [f8]. The file will be loaded into
ABRCTY.

[ 16 Uiew Screen

| Enter the screen mode (8,1 or 2), press [RETURN]

then [N]. Press any key to return to Menu.

[16 Set Inks

| Enter the screen mode (8,1 or 2), press [RETURN]

Node 2 Screens

Other Screens

then [¥1. The screen in memory will be displayed
with a window in the bottom lefthand cornmer.

Press [f1] to invert screem colours.
Press (8] to return to Menu.

Each ink must be set in turn. fireas of the screen
which were drawn using the ink in question will
flash until you have either.... a) pressed [RETURN]
to leave the colour unchanged or.... D) entered a
new colour nuaber and pressed [RETURN]. When all the
inks have been set, press any key to return to Menu.

[ 15 Convaf Screen

| Converts the screen in memory to NicroDesign DR

£7 View Conversion

£6 Save Conversion

format using the current ink settings, MNode 2
conversion is fast whilst mode 1 and @ screems
convert at a more leisurely pace. On cospletion a
sub-nenu will appear....

Displays the result of the conversion.
Press any key to return to sub-nenu.

Press [RETURN] to write the converted DR file to the
current Drive/User frea. Different Drive/User freas

should be entered in the usual way.
(Eg. [A1,00],[RETURN].)

Press [RETURN] to use the Source Filename or enter a
new filename then press [RETURN]. .

lI‘m'.ert the Destination Dise in the Drive and press a
ey,



Hhen converting mode @ and mode 1 screens careful attention should be paid to
the setting of the inks. For technical reasons it has been necessary to allocate
the same "grey shade pattern® to more than one colowr...,

Colour Nos Grey Shade Pattern
[ In Node 1.... | 8t 6 | BLACK [ ]
7 to 13 Pattern 1 NN
14 to 2 Pattern 2 NN
21 to 26 HHITE (—
[ In Mede 8.... | 8 BLACK [
132 Pattern | INEEM
144 Pattern 2 NN
546 Pattern 3 NN
748 Pattern 4 NEEEN
9418 Pattern 5 [N
11&12 Pattern 6 [N
13 Pattern 7 HEEEN

14 Pattern § [

15 & 16 Pattern § M
17418 Pattern 17 IEEEN
19¢ 29 Pattern {1 (IO
21 & 22 Pattern 12 [IIIIM
234 24 Pattern 13 (IO
25 Pattern 14 [N

26 HHITE —1

STO0F PRESS FILE CONVERSION MENU

Disc Catalogue........... f3
Change Drive/User........ f8
Load Stop Press Page..... {7
Load Stop Press Cutout... {6
Convert Page/Cutout...... {5
Options Menu...... P L

[f7 Load Stop Press Page | Searches the cwrrent Drive/User Area for Stop
Press Pages. fmy found will be previewed on screen
with their given name(s).

[16 Load Stop Press Cutout | Displays all filenames from the currently selected
Drive/lUser fArea with the filetype,.... CUT

Select a file using the cursor keys them press
[RETURNI or [f8]. After loading, the cutout will be
displayed. Press any key to return to Menu,

[ 15 Convert Page | Press [RETURNI to convert the page in memory to the
current Drive/User Area. Different Drive/User freas
should be entered in the usual way.

(Eq. [B1,[31,[RETURN].)

[£5 Convert Cutout ] See over.




[T5 Convert Cutout

| Press [RETURN] to convert the cutout in memory to

the current Drive/User Area. OtherDrive/lser Area
conbinations should be entered in the usual way.
(Eg. [B1,[31,[RETURN].)

Press [RETURN] to use the Source Filename or enter a
new filename then press [RETURNI.

]I‘nsert the Destination Disc in the Drive and press a
ey,

A Stop Press page is 24 pixels (3 lines of text) longer than an upright M
NicroDesign page. Consequently the conversion will produce two DR files with the
names PAGEIA.DR and PAGEIB.DR or PAGE2A.DR and PAGE2B.DR, depending on which of
the two possible Stop Press pages you have converted, However, if the program
detects that the bottom of a Stop Press page is blank the second DR file will

not be produced.

To print a double conversion, load PAGE1A.DR into MicroDesign and print it. Then
without moving the paper in the printer, load PAGEIB.DR and print it using the
sane settm?sas before.

CUSTOMISE MICRODESIGN -

Change Drive/User........ f8

Select Printer Driver.... f6
flter Colowrs...cocoveve. 5
wtims Hm“llllllllllill f4

[16 Select Printer Driver | Reads the current printer control codes from your

f1 IpM

2 EPSON

{3 OTHER
I {5 Alter Colours

MicroDesign PLUS disc and displays them on screen
together with a sub-nenu....

Krites IBM codes to disc.
Krites EPSON codes to disc.

Enter the codes given in your printer manual (in
decimal). Separate the numbers in a two or three
digit code with comas. Press [REIURN] to set each
code in turn. :

For example, to enter the epson codes manually....

Press [£3] to select OTHER

Press [2] [71 [,]1 [7] [6] [RETURN]
Press [9] (8] [RETURN]

Press [2] [7) [,1 (5] [1] [RETURN]
Press [2] [71 [,1 [1] (@] (81 [RETURNI

The new printer control codes will be written to
your NicroDesign PLUS disc.

| See over,



{ £5 Alter Colours | Reads MicroDesign’s current paper and pen/border
col:bm's from your MicroDesion PLUS disc and displays
a s 1mul LB

X MENU Krites colours to disc and returns to Menu.

£9 Paper  Selects Paper colour for alteration.

{8 Pen Selects Pen/Border colowr for alteration.

£7 DiscOps Selects for alteration the colouwr used during disc
access (Load, Save, Cat, etc.).

f1 NewCol Alters selected colour by cycling through the 27
available colours.

8 0K Re-activates keys [X] and [£31-[f71,

¥YOUR MICRODESICN MANUAL - CORRECTIONS & ADDITIONS

Page 4: RIN"DISC

Page 8: RECTANGLE and TRIAMCLE operations are affected by the DOTTED optiom for
the LINE operation.

Page 9: The [SHIFT1/ICOPY] key-function also sets the CIRCLE, OUAL and DIAMOND
dimensions to zero.

Page 11: It is the Cursor Keys which shuffle the icon in REPOSITION.

RARNING

Copuright subsists in all Campursoft documentation and artwork. All righis

reserved, No part of this software may be copied or transmitted in any fora or

gg.;ng n::ns. It may not be hired out without the express permission of
ursoft.

Programn and documentation written by Jess Harpur
Copuright Campursoft 1392

CAMPURSOFT
16 Slatefield Street
Gallowgate
GLASGON
G31 1
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